MAY 2020

LAP BULLETIN

WWW.LAPCOC.ORG | LIMAHPINCOC@GMAIL.COM | 6286 5605

TUNE IN

Facebook Page (Lim Ah Pin Church of Christ) @ 9.30am

Sermon: Where is God during Covid-19?
by bro Ernest Lau

AUMAR]
SUFFERING

Adapted from Apologetics Press

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
Elders Deacons Preacher Administrator
Bro Jimmy Lau Bro Jerry Cheong Bro Ernest Lau Sis Ser Ern

Bro Michael Yeo Bro Benjamin Tan



HYMN #1

682 To God Be the Glory

Fanny J. Crosby, 1875 William H. Dogn,e 1
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1.To God be the glo- ry, great things He hath done; So loveq g
2. Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, And great oy
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world that He gave us His Son, Who yield - ed His life an 4.
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tone-ment for sin, And o - pened the life - gate that all may go in
great- er will be Our won- der, our trans- port, when Je - sus we see.
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Je-sus the Son, And give Him the glo - ry, great things He hath done.
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voicel
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Praise the lord, praise the Lord, Let the peo - ple
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HYMN #2

God Will Take Care of You 191

Walter S. Martin, 1904
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1. Be not dis- mayed h =
. : -Mayed  what- e'er be- tide, God will take care of you;

2. Thro' days of toil when heart doth fail God will take care of you;

3.Al you may need He  will pro-vide, God will take care of you;
4. No mat - ter what may be the test, God will take care of vyou;
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Be - neath His wings of love a - bide, God will take care of you.
When dan - gers fierce your path as - sail, God will take care of you.
Noth - ing you ask will  be de- nied, God will take care of you.
Lean, wea - ry one, up - on His breast, God will take care of you.
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God will take <care of you, Thro' ev- ‘ry day, OQ'er all the way;
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He will take care of you, ~God W take :are of you.
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HYMN #3

TER IN THE STORM
_Charlesworth, 1880
ra D. Sankey, 1885
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1. The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we hide, A shel - ter in
2. A shade by day, de- fense by night, A shel - ter in
3 The rag- ing storms may round us beat, A shel-ter in

Shelter in the Time of Storm

the time of storm;
the time of storm;
the time of storm;
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Se - cure what-ev - er il be- tide, A shel-ter in
No fears a - larm, no foes af - frightt A shel - in
We'll nev - er leave our safe re - treatt A shel - in
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0 Je-sus is a Rock in
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8 wea-ryland, A wea-ry land, a wea-ry land;
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wea-ry land, A shel- ter
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Apologetics Press

HUMAN
SUFFERING

Adapted from Eric Lyons, M.Min

All one has to do is walk
through the halls of the
nearest hospital or mental
institution to see people of

all ages suffering from
various diseases and
illnesses. Suffering IS

everywhere, and thus such
guestions as the following
inevitably arise.

“If there is a God,
why am I afflicted with
this illness?”

“If there is a God,

why was my son not allowed
to see his sixteenth

birthday?”

“If there is a God,

why are my parents afflicted

with Alzheimer’s disease?”

These and hundreds of
similar questions have
echoed from the human
heart for millennia. They
are as old as the first tear
and as recent as the latest
newscast. For many
people, the existence of
pain and suffering serves
as a great obstacle to
belief in God. Skeptics
and infidels, both past
and present, have held
that the existence of evil
IS an embarrassment for
those who believe in God.
One  philosopher, J.L
Mackie, in an article titled
“‘Evil and Omnipotence,”
set out to show “not that
religious  beliefs lack
rational support, but that
they are positively
irrational,” and “that the
several parts of the
essential theological
doctrine are inconsistent
with one another.”
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Apologetics Press

How do theists reconcile the
presence of suffering with
the existence of an
omnipotent and all-loving
God? Some have argued that
illness and other kinds of
suffering are illusionary and
spring from a false belief.
Others have maintained that
no explanation is necessary,
because mere mortals
should not have to justify the
ways of God to men. But
most Christians
acknowledge that suffering
is real and that it is a
problem that deserves
careful attention. Even
though man cannot explain
in specific detail all of the
reasons for human suffering,
the Bible gives enough
answers to allow man to
come to grips with the
problem in general. Contrary
to what many in this world
believe, there are a number
of logical reasons why
people experience mental
and physical pain. One of the
main reasons is rooted in the

T

fact that Cod is love (I
John 4:8), and that love
allows freedom of choice.

Adam and Eve were
presented with a choice
in the Garden of Eden
(Genesis 2:16-17). Israel was
given the choice of
serving the Lord or foreign
gods (Joshua 24:15). Even
today, man is a free moral
agent with the ability to
make his own choices
(Revelation 22:17). God did
nhot create man as a
scientist creates a robot
that automatically follows
his master's instructions
without the choice of
doing otherwise. Would

God be loving if
He created intelligent
beings and then
programmed them to

slavishly serve Him? God
granted mankind free will
as an expression of His
love.
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Apologetics Press

Sadlyy, man frequently
brings suffering upon
himself because of the
wrong decisions he makes.
The apostle Peter wrote: “But
let none of you suffer as a
murderer, a thief, an evildoer,
or as a busybody in other

people’s matters” (1 Peter
415, emp. added). When
people suffer the

consequences of their own
wrong choices, they have no
one to blame but
themselves.

Man also suffers because
of the personal wrong
choices of others. If God
allows one person freedom
of choice, He must allow
everyone that freedom to be
consistent in His love for the
world (God is no respecter of
persons—Acts 10:34). Uriah
the Hittite suffered because
of David’s sins (2 Samuel 11),
and ultimately was killed
because of David's attempt
to hide the wrong decisions
he had made. All of Egypt

suffered because Pharaoh
decided to Kkeep the
Israelites in Egypt when
Moses told him to let
them go (Exodus 7-12).
Today, families may suffer
because a father is thrown
in jail for drunk driving. In
such a case, he is the
cause of the family's
suffering. If a man smokes
all of his life and then
eventually dies at an early
age because of lung
cancer, both he and his
family suffer because of
his decision to smoke.
Cod is not to blame for
man’'s personal wrong
choices, nor is He to
blame for the wrong
decisions that others have
made.

We today also suffer on

occasion because of
the personal wrong
choices of former

generations. If man is
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able to reap benefits from
the work of former
generations (medical
discoveries, technological
advances, etc.), then it is only
logical that he be able to
suffer the consequences of
the sins of former
generations. [Although man
does not inherit the sin of
Adam, he does suffer
because of the choice Adam
made to eat of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.]
Who is partly to blame for
millions starving in third-
world countries today?
Answer: Some of their
ancestors. Years ago,
because people accepted
the false doctrine of
reincarnation, they began
teaching that it was wrong
to eat cows because they
might be eating a long-
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dead-but-now-
reincarnated relative. The
doctrine of reincarnation
has deprived millions of
people throughout the
world of good health. Is
Cod to blame when
people will not eat the
meat that could give
them nourishment?

When one experiences
suffering in his life, it often
Is because he has chosen
to sin. He might be
suffering the
consequences of his own
wrong decisions, the
wrong decisions of others,
or the wrong decisions of
former generations. But

regardless of the reason
suffering he

for the
endures,




News, Prayer Requests & Birthdays

END OF CIRCUIT BREAKER

ngerT
gS“o 8 ogef6 We thank God for taking good
@ el' care of all of us during the 2

months of circuit breaker. Please
continue to pray for the global
pandemic, health & safety of our
W healthcare workers & elderly. We
ﬂ'/ look forward to the time where we
)] can assemble together again!

Stay strong & steadfast!

In Phase 1, we will still be worshipping
via Facebook Live Stream as places of
worship are open only for private
worship (5 pax of same household)

OVERSEAS HEALTH

¢ Bro Kenneth Liong & sis Iris in e Sis Baby's, sis Yeoh's, sis
San Francisco Rosalind’s, sis Swee Inn's & bro

e Sis Shuan Kwee in Hong Kong . \S/\i/sirlssﬁca”r?s;(li’]aer?gl;??health
e Sis Jasmine Lim's mother's
recovery from fractured ankle
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PREGNANCY

¢ Sis Cynthia Lee (Jun)
e Sis Melissa (Aug)

e Bro Shawn
e Bro Zachary
e Bro Wei Xiang
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